
 

  

ñThe Small Thingsò 

In our home we have a wall filled with framed old family photos.  Among 
them are one each of Mary Joôs mother and my mother when they are 
around twenty years old. They seem so young and carefree. 
 

I sometimes look at those pictures and wonder if the lives they led were the 
ones they dreamed of when those photos were taken. Probably not; I mean 
who dreams of doing thousands of loads of laundry (many of those with 
wringer washer and clotheslines) and making thousands of meals? Who 
dreams of wiping snotty noses and changing so many dirty diapers that you 
literally become desensitized to the sights and smells? 
 

They have both passed from our lives, however, I didnôt get a sense from  
either of them that they had any regrets about the lives they lived. There is 
nothing wrong with dreaming big dreams and working hard to achieve those 
dreams. Yet, neither is there anything wrong with leading an average, nor-
mal life ï if there ever really is such a thing as a normal or average life.  
 

We tend to think of the big things in life as being so important. It is not that 
those big things are unimportant, but there are so few big things.  Most of 
life is made of small things. Big things come only once in a while, small 
things come to us every day ï and multiple times a day.  When we consis-
tently do those small things, faithfully and with love, they add up.  In the 
end the small things have the same effect as the big things. In fact, when 
you add up the small things, they often have an even greater, longer lasting    
effect, than the big things.  
 

Sadly, we normally have to grow older to really appreciate all the small 
things which the special women in our lives have done for us that have 
added up to make such a big difference in our lives. Perhaps this year we 
should each return the favor. Show them, not only in big ways on Motherôs 
Day, but in small ways on many days, how important their lives really are. 
Let them know that their love has made a big and lasting difference in our 
lives. 
 
Peace be with you, 
 

Gary  
 

P.S. There is a great new Contemporary Christian song out there by  
Josh Wilson, entitled ñDream Small.ò  

It has a great message and reflects this same idea.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

UNITED IN 
PRAYER 

Featuring the Mount 
Dora Pipe Band, local 

musicians and 
prayers led by local 

community members  

Thursday, May 3 at 
12:00 pm  

                                                                      at Donnelly Park in Mount Dora  

       CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB  

The FUMC monthly book club, is usually held 
the second Wednesday of each month in the 

Chapel.  

Join us May 9th at 3:00 PM  

To discuss: ñThe Orphan Trainò 

                                    By Christina Baker Cline  

A fictional story based on an actual time/events in American History  
(1851-1929) when orphaned immigrant children from east coast cities were 

transported by train to the Midwest so they could be adopted                 
(or sometimes become indentured servants).                                      

This story moves between depression era Minnesota and contemporary 
Maine, telling the experience of one of these orphans. 

CPR training on May 12  

Our congregation now has two 
AED machines.  If you would like 
to learn adult and child CPR, AED 
usage, and first aid, the class is 
Saturday, May 12 from 8:30-11:00 
am in Sanctuary Hall.  It is free to 
FUMC volunteers, $25 for other participants.                                         
Please RSPV to 383-2005 by May 7.   
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MORE INFORMATION  

Presented by 

Our Childrenõs Choirs 

May 16  @ 6:30 pm   in the Sanctuary 

 

BAKE SALE FOR ANNE 

Our children sponsor a five year old in Haiti through Compas-
sion International.  They will sell homemade baked goods on 
the front sidewalk from 9:00 to 9:30 and 10:30 to 11:00 on 
Sunday, May 20.  The $38 they send every month pays for 
Anneôs schooling and meals.   

Celebrate the birthday of the church  

PENTECOST PICNIC 

Sunday, May 20 at 5:00 pm at Gilbert Park  

Bring food to share that goes with hot dogs!  

RSVP by May 13 to 383 -2005  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 23 to 27 for ages 3 through fifth grade 

Register participants or volunteers at 
www.mtdorafumc.org/children.  

THANK YOU TO OUR BLOOD DONORS!!  

Eat your veggies and be prepared for our next 

blood drive on June 3rd!!  

David Andrews  

Linda Smith  

Amy Bolt  

Marcia Ford  

Mark Hilding  

Allan Bond  

Edie Porter  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEED 

Our mobile food distribution site at the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center needs more volunteers 
to interact with clients and pull wagons of 
food.  It meets on the first and third Fridays of 
every month at 803 Florida Avenue in Mount 
Dora.  At 8am volunteers gather, followed by 
distribution from 9am ð10am.  

Come join us @ 5:30 in Come join us @ 5:30 in   
Friendship HallFriendship Hall   

Along with great meals, we also have bread with a variety of     bever-
ages and desserts.  

$5 for adults, $4 for teens, $3 for children ð$15 family max  

FYI: Our last Wednesday to serve for the summer is May 23rd  

BIBLE STUDY  

Join Pastor Gary on Wednesday evenings @ 6:30 pm 

in the Chapel as the group studies the letter to the 

Colossians. 
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Hello friends! 

As we conclude the school year and enter into our summer ministry, I would like 
to share some exciting news with you!  

First, we had a record-breaking school year. Every week of the second semester 
we set a new attendance record for that week! In addition to having drastically 
increased numbers, we saw life transformation take place. We walked with stu-
dents as they made decisions to accept Godôs grace, as they celebrated God's 
goodness, and through some challenging moments that they faced. I am thank-
ful for this past school year and the incredible team of people we have that 
serve within Barefoot! If you are interested in joining our team, please contact 
me. 

Second, throughout most of April, our Student Leadership team developed a 
sermon series that they preached to their peers. Their sermons were tremen-
dous and the response from fellow students was encouraging!  

Finally, I am excited to announce that we have 
officially hired our 2018 summer intern Sophia 
Gonzalez. I am sure many of you are familiar 
with her. Sophia spent five years in our youth 
ministry and was involved with both the student 
band and leadership team. Sophia is currently a 
student at Florida Atlantic University and serves 
on the FAU Wesley foundationôs leadership team 
and band. Next year she will take the role of 
president of the FAU Wesley foundation. During 
her time with us, she will focus on serving our 
middle school students, their families, and learn-

ing what it means to lead in youth ministry. Please give her a warm welcome 
when you see her! 
 

With Grace and Peace, 

Brian 
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Greetings from your Mount Dora United Methodist Women  
 We are looking forward to the next UMW General meeting which will be our    
annual Community Salad Bowl on May 22, 2018 in Friendship Hall at 12:00 
Noon.  Bring your favorite salad topping/fixing and your appetite.   The let-

tuce, drinks and dessert will be provided by your Executive Committee.   
At this meeting weôll be planning for our next year. 

  And, if you are so inclined, the next Executive Committee meeting will be on 
May 4th at 1:30 PM in the Chapel.  Anyone who wishes is welcome to attend 

this meeting.  Input from all members of the UMW is appreciated.  
 

UMW Factoid:  
 

Did you know that United Methodist Women will be 150 years old  
in 2019?   The history of UMW tells us:  

 

In 1869 Mrs. William Butler and Mrs. Edwin Parker, wives of missionaries in 
India, met with 8 Methodist women in Boston.   They told the ladies of the 
miserable conditions for women and children in India.   (An offering of 7 cents 
was collected at that meeting.)   Shortly thereafter, the Boston women met 
and created a constitution for Methodist Womenôs Foreign Missionary Society, 
the forerunner of our current UMW.   Those ladies were visionaries!  
 

Today the UMW consists of over 800,000 women actively sponsoring missions 
and missionaries across the world.  We truly express the need for spiritual, 
emotional, physical, and monetary support for these missionaries.  

 

In light of the upcoming 150 th  anniversary of  
United Methodist Women,  

a Legacy program is in the works as a means of ongoing support  
 for the work of UMW.    

More details of the Legacy Fund will be presented at our next  
General Meeting.  

 

 

 

In the name of our Blessed Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
Marti Poe  

Mt. Dora UMW Communications Chair  

OUR CHURCH WORKDAY WAS SPONSORED BY THE TRUSTEES             
AND WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HELPED WITH ALL 

THE WEEDING AND PLANTING!!  

 

Jill Wilson 

May Babcock 

Patt Schwellinger 

Jeff & Diane Ladd 

Frank Plummer 

Don Wirtanen 

Bob & Gwen Fox 

Linda Carris 

Art Duser 

Rosemary Plummer 

Ross Evers 

Joyce Duser 

Sandy Lazarus 

Jim Flach 

LaMerle Flach 
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH 31, 2018  
 

Income for March       $ 55,094.35        Year to Date:  $155,537.66  
 

Expenses for March        $ 73,405.31        Year to Date:  $168,096.40  
  

Net Profit (Loss) for        $(18,310.96)       Year to date:  $(12,558.74)  

How many times when you start to write a check to the church 

have you wondered  

ñIt sure would be nice if I could  give through on-line giving?ò               

Well guess what??  Weôre finally catching up to the timesé!!! 

     New Ways to Give  

                                                      Text  
Set up a one time or recurring donation by texting the amount you 

wish to give to 352 -575-9031. 

        Giving App  
Download the óGivePlus Churchô app to  
set up one-time or recurring donations. 

You can also manage and view your giving from the 
convenience of your smartphone! 

             Online   
Visit www.mtdorafumc.org to set up and manage your   

one-time and recurring gifts.  
 

COME JOIN THE FUN WITH THE òMWFó EXERCISE CLASS 

On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the Chapel @ 8:00am  

Itõs necessary to keep on moving and exercising  

to stay healthy and fité. 

You never know what might hit you and it is best  

to be ready for it!!!  

ITõS FREE AND ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!! 
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