
                        Empowered by Grace!  
 

A young boy walks into a small drug store and asks, 
ñMay I use the telephone?ò The pharmacist replies, ñYou 
certainly may,ò and shows him where the telephone is. 
The boy calls a grocery store and asks, ñIs your grocery 
store looking for someone to stock the shelves?ò The 
man replies, ñNo, we already have a stock boy.ò The boy 

suggests, ñIf he isnôt doing a good job, maybe you need to get someone who will 
do a better job.ò The man replies, ñNo, we are pleased with the work the boy is 
doing,ò so the boy hung up the telephone. 
 

The pharmacist over-hears the conversation and says to the boy, ñIôm sorry you 
didnôt get the job.ò The boy says, ñI donôt need a job, because I am the stock boy. 
I was checking to see what they thought of my work.ò 
 

What if you could call God to ask how he saw your effort in fulfilling the purpose 
for which he created you? What kind of marks would God give you for being his 
witness, or how you were doing in your service to others, or how you were doing 
in your giving?  When God looks at you, does God see that you acknowledge him 
as the source of all that is good? Would God tell you that he is pleased with the 
ways you are using the time, talents, and money God has entrusted to you?  
 

In the coming weeks, our congregation will be involved in an exciting stewardship 
emphasis titled Empowered by Grace!  By Godôs grace, we are given life, and 
that same grace that makes life possible empowers us to live fruitful and produc-
tive lives. Grace motivates us to be loving, serving, and giving people. Growing in 
an intimate relationship with Jesus through Word and Sacrament, we are trans-
formed more and more into his likeness, and we can look forward to hearing ñWell 
done, good and faithful servants.ò 
 

Under the banner of Empowered by Grace! , you are invited to join us in      
worship.  The weekly themes are:  

¶ ñEmpowered by Grace to Know Your Purposeò 
¶ ñEmpowered by Grace to Serveò 
¶ ñEmpowered by Grace to Witnessò 
¶ ñEmpowered by Grace to Giveò 
¶ ñEmpowered by Grace to Do Your Bestò 

 

During these five weeks, we will learn how God wants to use us as his channels of 
love, grace, and mercy. As Godôs instruments, we become his hands, feet, and 
voices. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we can be the faithful people he has 
called us to be. What God entrusts to us, God asks us to manage faithfully. We 
demonstrate our faithfulness and trustworthiness by sharing the Gospel with those 
near and far. 
 

It is my prayer that, as we go through this very important time, we will grow in our 
understanding of what God wants his people to be and do.  May God bless your 
faithful stewardship of all that he entrusts to you.  
 

Peace be with you,  Pastor Gary 
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FOOTPRINTS FAMILY ADVENTURE 
Our Footprints Ministries is hosting an afternoon 
event at Scottôs Maze Adventure on Sunday, No-
vember 4 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  Make your paid 
reservation by Oct. 31 at mtdorafumc.org/children.   

Operations Christmas Child provides gifts to 

low-income children around the world.  You 

can help by filling a plastic shoebox with 

toys or gifts, labeling it with a suggested 

age and gender, and returning it to the 

Fifth Avenue entrance by November 11. 

CHRISTMAS for the children living near the King Center  

¶ Angel Tree ï Toy requests from Lake Cares clients 
will be available in the Fifth Avenue entrance be-
ginning November 11. 

¶ KIDSô PARTY ï Friday, December 21 at 2:00 pm 
at the King Center for the children who benefit 
from our mobile food distribution.  Volunteers and 
donations appreciated.   

Collection containers are in the 

Fifth Avenue entrance year -round 

for these projects:  

¶ Change (and bills) for the Carpenterôs 
House for Children  
¶ Non-perishable food, coupons, and plastic 
bags for Lake Cares 
¶ Baby formula for infants in Haiti through Air 
Mobile Ministries 
¶ Personal care items for the Haven,            
a battered womenôs shelter 

THE FLOWER CALENDAR FOR THE NEW YEAR OF 
2019  IS HANGING IN THE SANCTUARY  

  Pick a date when you would like to donate flowers for the 
Sanctuary to be in Honor or in Memory of someone                

or something special.   

(Canõt find the calendar? Ask one of the ushers for help). 
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Hello Friends! 

Last month we had our annual Fall 
Student Leadership Day Retreat. It 
was a wonderful day filled with joy, 
laughter, challenges, Bible study, 
leadership thoughts, and team build-
ing activities. These student leaders 
actively serve their peers every 
week, showing them the love of Je-
sus. I am thankful for the six student 
leaders we currently have on the team and always looking for more to join!  
 

With Grace and Peace, 
Brian 
 

Novemberôs Teaching Series 

        AFTER YOU:  

A 3-WEEK SERIES ON OTHERS 
 

In a culture obsessed with selfies, celebrities, 
money, and success, itôs not difficult to under-
stand why so many of us struggle with being 
a little self-centered at times. But while ñme 

firstò may be the norm for the rest of the world, Jesus showed us what it looks 
like to live a generous, compassionate, selfless, ñafter youò kind of life. 
In this 3 -week series, youôll challenge students to move away from the worldôs 
ñme firstò attitude and embrace the ñafter youò message of Jesus by noticing 
needs, opening their hands, using their gifts, and sharing their joy.  
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Greetings from your Mount Dora United  
Methodist Women  

It canôt be!  November already!  Where does the time 
go???? 

Thanks to all of you who helped support the UMW Bake 

Sale on October 27th.  Those who purchased goodies and 

those who baked the goodies.  Our annual Bake Sale helps put the UMW ñfront 

and centerò to the community, the church, and the United Methodist Women.  We 

always have lots of foot traffic from the folks visiting the Crafts Fair in Mount 

Dora, thence lots of cookie sales.   

November is the month during which we express our thanks for all our blessings.  

Truly, we should be expressing our thanks ALL THE TIME!  GOD IS GOOD ALL 

THE TIME AND ALL THE TIME GOD IS GOOD.   

Please note that our next UMW General Meeting is December 18th at 1:30 PM in 

the Friendship Hall where your 2019 Officers will be installed.  Come and meet 

your new Officers.    

We are still looking for new members. Are you someone who has God in her 

heart?  What can you give to the UMW?  What new ideas can you share?  Con-

tact any member of the UMW for more information or, simply, show up at a UMW 

meeting.  We will welcome you with open arms.    

Invite a friend to the General Meeting, we always have room for more.   

Blessings to you from your UMW Communications Chair,  

Marti Poe  

Exercise  
Research shows us:  

1. Physical exercise causes us to breathe more often 
and deeply giving increased oxygen to our brains and 
heart. 
2. Physical exercise causes the body to produce endor-

phins (chemicals) that reduce emotional tension and stress. 
3. People who are physically fit in middle age are less likely to develop dementia 
in later years. 
4. Exercise keeps our bodies strong and functioning.  By taking care of the out-
side we show our respect for one of Godôs greatest gifts. 
 

Come join our exercise group on MWF at 8:00 AM in the Chapel.          
It is free and for all ages.  

Our goal is to improve balance, endurance, mobility, posture            
and our brain.  

We do this as a group because it is more fun, more of a challenge and 
commitment and because I wouldnôt do it by myself alone. 
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       CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB  

The FUMC monthly book club, is usually held the  sec-
ond Wednesday of each month in the Chapel.  

Plan to join us November 14th at 3:00 PM  

            To discuss: ñThe Half-Stitched Amish Quilting Club  

                               By: Wanda Brunstetter  

An Amish widow decides to teach a 6-week quilting class in her home, but af-
ter the class starts up and she meets the students (widely diverse and many 
with struggles), she wonders if she is up to the task.  Slowly these beginning 

quilters learn to transform scrapes of fabric into beauty, with the helping hands 
of each other and the healing hand of God.  

(We will take a Christmas Break in December)  

JOB POSTING:  

CHURCH FINANCIAL SECRETARY  

Jackie Ricucci is retiring effective December 31, 2018 and we are planning to fill 

the position by December 1, 2018 so there is adequate time to train someone.  

This part time position is responsible for collecting contributions/offerings for the 

church and for efficiently and accurately maintaining, reporting and transferring 

these contribution records. 

Basic computer and accounting skills are required with a high level of confidenti-

ality and dependability verified through personal or work references.  

A complete job description is available in the church office.  If you or someone 

you know is interested in the position, please call the office @ 352 -383-2005. 

Plan to gather for fellowship and Plan to gather for fellowship and 
dinner @ 5:30 in Friendship Hall on dinner @ 5:30 in Friendship Hall on 

Wednesday eveningsWednesday evenings   

  Hope to see you there!!Hope to see you there!!   

  

FOLLOWED BY PASTOR GARYôS BIBLE STUDY @ FOLLOWED BY PASTOR GARYôS BIBLE STUDY @ 
6:30 IN THE CHAPEL6:30 IN THE CHAPEL   

  

(ON WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER 21ST, WE WILL 
NOT SERVE DINNER, OR MEET FOR FOOTPRINT 

MINISTRIES, BAREFOOT MINISTRIES OR 
GARYôS BIBLE STUDY) 
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 MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS!!!           

         So set your clocks BACK before you go to sleep Sat. 
Nov.3rd  (or youõll really be early for church) 

    

 

 The Church Office will be closed 
Wednesday, Nov. 21st @noon, 

Thursday, Nov. 22nd and  Friday 
Nov. 23rd  

   

òThe Hanging of the Greensó  Monday, Nov. 26th.  Plan to 
gather @ 9AM  in the Sanctuary to help decorate the campus 

for Christmas!  

 

Our Footprints Family Night is Sunday, December 

2 from 5:00 -7:00 pm in Friendship Hall.  We will 

eat dinner together and then enjoy the messiness 

of Christmas time.                                        

Families of all ages are welcome! 

A candy cane invitation  

 Help us pass out candy canes and invitations to our 

Christmas events during the Christmas parade.  Gather in 

the grass parking lot on Saturday, December 1, at 9:00 

am.  The parade rolls at 10:00 am.  People of all ages are 

invited to join us!  

                                 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2nd -  BLOOD DRIVE  

The Big Red Bus will be here from 8:30am -  
1:00pm  Plan to donate blood  

What a GREAT Christmas gift!  

            SUNDAY WORSHIP ON DECEMBER 9TH  

     JOIN US FOR OUR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

                   òI HEARD THE BELLSó 

  TWO SERVICES ONLY: 9:00 AM AND 11:00 AM  


