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CHRISTMAS SEASON
Our services and celebrations

ADVENT BIBLE STUDIES
Reconnect with the nativity

Until He
Arrives
The season of anticipation 
and preparation for Christ’s 
birth—and his return.
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Director of Music Ministries

Dylan Reed 
Dir. of Youth & YA Ministries

Debbie Sprague 
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SERVICE TIMES
Early Traditional 8:00am 
Contemporary 9:30am 
Late Traditional 11:00am

CONTACT
352-383-2005 
URGENT AFTER-HOURS: DIAL 2
office@mtdorafumc.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon–Thu 8:00am–4:30pm 
Fri 8:00am–12:00pm 
Sat–Sun Closed

ADDRESS
439 E. Fifth Ave. 
440 E. Sixth Ave. (mailing) 
Mount Dora, FL 32757

SOCIAL MEDIA
 @FirstUMCMountDora
 @FirstUMCMtDora
 @FirstUMCMtDora
 FUMC MtDora

STAY IN TOUCH!
If you have new contact 
information, if you have 
become hospitalized or ill, 
if there is something you 
need prayer for, or if you 
have any questions, please 
contact us at any time.

CONTRIBUTORS

Christmas Around the World  
Explore Christmas traditions from around the 
world Dec. 5, 6–7:30pm in Friendship Hall,  
with crafts and worship that’s perfect for  
families of all ages.

PLUS
Walk in the Christmas Parade.  
The church will have a slot in the Mount Dora 
Christmas Parade Dec. 4, 10am. Meet us in the 
Grandview parking lot at 9am to help distribute 
2,000 candy cane invitations for Christmas Eve!

Visit the Parsonage.  
On Dec. 5, 2-4pm, the Averill family will host an 
Open House at the Parsonage on 2701 Shoemak-
er Ln. (Parking is limited, so carpool if you can.)

Pick up a Poinsettia.  
30 Poinsettias will be ordered to decorate the 
Sanctuary from December 12 through Christ-
mas Eve. If you would like to donate $8 toward a 
poinsettia that you may pick up after Christmas 
Eve, please mail or drop off the $8 at the church 
office. (Note: a printed list of memorials and hon-
orees will not be prepared this year.)

Christmas Festivities
Mount Dora FUMC Worship Ministries Presents 

The Music Box 
A Christmas Story 

Sunday, December 12      9 & 11 AM 
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On November 28, 
we began a new 
Christian year
with the season of Advent. Through Advent, 
we are not simply counting down to Christmas, 
but we are also acknowledging that we await 
Christ’s return. We await his return, even though we do not know the day 
or the hour. During the Advent season, we are going to consider the ways 
that God is calling us to prepare the way for Christ’s Second Coming.

Since this is the season of giving, have you considered giving a gift 
to mission as a Christmas gift for someone? It is a great way to pay it 
forward. Moreover, 100 percent of the proceeds of our 5th Avenue 
Thrift Shoppe goes toward missions beyond the local church. The 
Thrift Shoppe has a great selection of items for sale, and you could find 
a great Christmas gift there that would benefit great causes.

Our church will be celebrating with weekly candle lightings, season
al hymns, and special services throughout December. See the opposite 
page for details on our 2021 Christmas Program, “The Music Box,” our 
Christmas Around the World worship and crafts program for kids and 
families of all ages, and our two Christmas Eve evening services. 

Our Christmas Eve candlelight services in particular will be a great 
time for outreach in our community (see p6). Our 5:30pm family service 
will include a nativity pageant where children can dress in costumes of 
their favorite figure. For many attendees, these services will be their first 
opportunity to worship God in quite some time. Let us pray for the ways 
that God will use First United Methodist Church this Advent and Christ
mas to remind our community that “Jesus is the reason for the season.”

Grace and Peace,

Pastor David Averill
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ADVENT STUDIES
Light of the World
WEDS. / 9:30-11:30AM / CHAPEL

In Light of the World, author, pro-
fessor and biblical scholar Amy-Jill 
Levin explores the biblical texts 
surround the story of the birth of 
Jesus. Join Janet Westlake as she 
traces Levin’s Christmas narrative 
through the stories of Zechariah 
and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to 
Bethlehem, and the visit from the 
Magi. Study books are available in 
the church office for $10.

Names for the Messiah
WEDS. THROUGH DEC. 22 / 6:30PM / CHAPEL

In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is 
given to us using four royal ti-
tles--Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, and Prince 
of Peace. In this new study based on 
Walter Brueggemann’s book, Names 
for the Messiah, Pastor David will 
ponder each title as the people 
understood them then and how 
Christians interpret Jesus as repre-
sentative of that title.
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With Hearts  
Uplifted Advent 
Daily Devotional
Advent provides four 
weeks for us to prepare 
our hearts for the 
birth of Christ. A daily 
devotional was mailed 
with Pastor David’s 
Christmas letter. Pastor 
David’s sermons for the 
season will link with the 
devotional. If you did 
not receive one, copies 
of With Hearts Uplifted 
are available at the 
sanctuary entrances.

Open Door Shelter 
Tree Decoration
There is a bare tree 
in the Fifth Avenue 
entrance. We would 
like to see it covered 
in new socks, hats, 
and gloves for all ages 
by December 19. The 
items will be delivered 
to the Open Door 
day shelter for the 
homeless in Eustis.

The 5th Avenue Thrift Shoppe is open Thursdays 
and Fridays, from 10am–2pm, and Saturdays, 
from 10am–3pm. (Note that the shoppe will be 
closed Dec. 23-25 and on New Year’s Day).

We accept donations of furniture, women’s cloth-
ing and accessories, home decor, kitchenware, 
pet items, books, and puzzles during normal 
business hours.

In addition to your donations, here are ways to 
support the Thrift Shoppe.
• Volunteer to help. Working at the Thrift Shoppe 

is a great way to meet new friends and have fun! 
Contact Bob Simmons for more info.

• Follow us on Facebook: @5aveThriftShoppe
• Tell your friends and neighbors about us!

Widowed  
Support Group
Our support group for 
widows and widowers, 
led by Rev. Carl Greene 
and Ruth Ault, will 
meet at 9:30am on 
Thursday, Dec. 16. If 
you have lost a spouse, 
you are welcome to be 
a part of this ministry. 
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Holiday Closures
The church office 
will be closed 
on the 27th, the 
31st, and Jan. 3 
in observance of 
Christmas and 
the New Year.

ONE SERVICE 
ONLY DEC. 26
We will have just 
one service on 
the Sunday after 
Christmas. Join 
us at 10am for 
blended worship.

2022 Flower 
Calendar
Add your name 
to the new 
Flower Calendar 
in the Sanctuary 
to reserve your 
space.

Exercise Classes
MON, WED, FRI / 8AM

Our free exer-
cise class has 
been moved to 
Friendship Hall. 
See you there!

Staff Love Offering
We would like to extend 
an opportunity to the 
congregation to wish 
our employees a special 
Merry Christmas! If 
you’d like to contribute 
toward a Christmas Love 
Offering for the church 
staff through Dec. 
12, please mark your 
envelope “Staff Love 
Offering” or use the des-
ignated online Giving.

Thank you to our 
church campus 
weeders!
You’ve done an 
amazing job keeping 
our church neat and 
clean. Keep up the 
good work, and know 
you are appreciated!

Christmas Eve Services
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to one 
of our Christmas Eve evening services. Each 
service offers a different experience to suit all 
ages, families, and worship styles.

5:30pm: A contemporary service with candle 
lighting, worship music from our live band, and a 
no-rehearsal Nativity drama where your child can 
dress up as Mary, Joseph, sheep, angels, and more!

7:30pm: A traditional-style candlelight service of 
lessons and carols. Enjoy music from our Celebra-
tion Choir and our pipe organ, and candle-lighting.
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Spring of Revival 
Ministry in Belarus
For over 20 years, Spring of Revival has provid
ed material help and spiritual growth to social 
orphans, families, orphanage graduates and 
individuals with special needs. This includes 
running camps, weekly events, and Night to 
Shine.  The average age is 5-15 along with a 
group of orphaned teenagers ages 16-20. Many 
go on to become leaders in the ministry. 

Cards written to these young people and 
placed in the mailbox in the Fifth Avenue 
entrance by Dec. 5 will be mailed to Belarus, 
translated, and distributed among partic
ipants in the ministry. See the mailbox for 
guidelines on writing your letter. To help 
financially, write “Belarus” on the memo line 
of your check or give online to “Missions.”

Commitment 
Progress
We are making great 
strides toward our goal 
of 140 commitments 
totaling $420,000 
for our 2022 fiscal 
year! As of the end of 
November, we have 93 
commitments (66%) 
totaling $336,507 
(80%). We are grateful 
for your continued sup-
port and faithfulness.



Simple Ways to Give
Online
Visit mtdorafumc.org/donate  
to access our quick and  
easy-to-use giving portal

In Person
Drop your envelope in our offering 
box at the front of the sanctuary 
on Sunday morning or mail/deliver 
your offering to the church office.

Vanco Mobile App
Download the Vanco Mobile app on 
the App Store or Google Play

Giving Your Time
We value volunteers in our commu-
nity, those who use their gifts and 
resources toward the glory of God. 
Contact Janet Westlake to learn 
how to volunteer with us.


